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Relocation, Game!

There are fewer unimals
that are sighted
along roadways,
while walking along
the “Paw Puaths™ in
the forest, or even
in your own back-
vard, which leave
more of a lasting
impression than the
Black Bear. “As hu-
man populations
grow and expand
andor arcay fradition-
ally inhabited by
b("zﬂ{, or ay bears
wander into human
territory in search of
food, conflicts may
ariye und bears are
seen as a threat or a
nuisance,”  says
Wildlife Resources
Division (WRD)
Assistant Chief of
Game Management
Forster,

It i with thanks to wikd
life management practices that
more than two thousad bears
currently exist in Georgia
They once were almost eradi-
cated from the area duc to the
combination ol habitat loss,
unregulated Killing, and over-
all demolition of habitat duc 10
human development. Young
miale bear on their own for the
first time often will roam large
arcas until they establish their
own lerritory. All bears will
roam out of their traditiongl
areas in search of food, espe-
cially when their naturul diet
SOUrces arc searce and espe-
cially in the spring when 1heir
nutural food supply is lowest.

According to the WRD,
they receive numerous calls
each year regarding bear
sightings and the need to relo-
catc them, “Beurs that are relo-
cated into @ new territory, espe-
cially young males, often are
killed by aduls male bears de-

Dan

.

Jending their territory. Reloca-
tion only should be convidered
in cases of severe crop depre-
dation, or if the life of people
orthe bear is threarened.”
RIVERDALE, Ga,
(AL) - "Clavion Couny Police
Assiseant Chief Jelf Turner savs
an ufficer shot and wounded a
two hundred pound bear that
was in a fenced sn backyard of
@ Riverdule reidence. As it be
gan coming down the iree. 10
protect the dogs that were at the
foror of the e the hear was
shot and wownded ” The Of-
ficer is under investigation for
the possibly unlawful shooting
vl the bear,
“The

bear climbed

higher into the tree and was
kitled by a ste wildlife biolo-
gist who shot it with a rifle.”

"Iry not the owcome of-
Jicials would have liked 1o have
seen”

“If at all possibic - take
pets and food inyide and give
bears some space and some
lime to move on”

“We probably had moee
than two-hundred people stop
fo look at it. They even brought
their kids (v see the bear,” said
Brenda Bullock, whose prop-
erty the bear was found on.
Meanwhile, 2 sccond bear was
found dead last weekend in
Hall County. “If was a young
male, probably a yearling,
weighing about ome hundred
and ten pounds,” a Department
of Natural Resources (DNR)
Spokesperson sud. DNR be-
licves the bear was hit and
killed by a car. On May 141h, a
hlack bear found w:mjering in
south Richmomd County was
tranquilized, cuptured, and re-
located after people reporied

s¢eing him near & convenicnce
siore. Another bear was ¢ap-
tured in April 10 Cherokee
County after being caught in
the backyard of 2 home acar
downtown Woodstock. It also
was released mn @ remoté area
of Nurth Georgia.

A man reported 1o Cobh
County Police what he de
seribed as:“a large black bear
that crossed Powees Ferry Road
in front of kis car near Terrell
Ml Road in Marietia,® ~We
have recerved more calls afier
the Tennessee attack,” said Scotl
Frazier, wildlife hiologist with
the Georgia DNR. “Now
people want something done
about i if they just see u bear,
even (fit’s not caus-
ing any problems”
Biack bears nor-
mally avoid hu-
mans. and bialo-
gists <till do not
know why the bear
in the ‘Tennessee
attack behaved so
aggressively. “We
fhink our advice §s
preay sound,” he
saicl. “We've always
lold people it's a
wild animal and a
dangerous animal.
If there's anything
good 1o come out
of the Tennessee ai-
tack, i's that people
are trealting bears
with more respect,”

The NR
recently has
trapped and relocated to the
North Georgia Mountains,
bears in Dawson, Stephens,
Fulton, Cherokee and
Habershum countics. “We try
not to rap bears if we don’t
have 1o because it's stressful for
them,™ “We first work with the
homeowners io climinare whut's
atiracling the bear.™ “Most bear
complaings come from new sub-
divisions, where residents are
nor used to dealing with wild-
life. In rural greas where farms
have existed for generalions,
people usually know how to
coexist witk bears "

This all boils down (0 a
cougic questions | have. Why
arc bearsrelocated Lo our area,
where they in turn become
game? Isit 10 increase the
chance of u hunter killing their
prize count for the vear?

I believe in the reloca-
ton process, but am opposed
1o the killing of such a
beautiful creature for game,
monctary gain and sporting
purposes,




